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Arabesque 

Music from different cultures always fascinated me. I always thought about writing a piece for 

Brass Band in “Arabic Style”. So, I started to experiment with the arabic scale, some rhythms 

and melodies. I listened a lot to arabic music in different styles. From old music to modern Pop.  

Arabesque is based on an arabic scale on E-Flat. To give the piece more colors and have more 

possibilities, sometimes I changed the fifth “G” to “Gb” and the seventh “D” to “Db”.  Also, a 

base of the piece is a melody and a short rhythm that you will hear trough the whole piece. I 

also tried to import some small ornaments (“arabesque”), which we hear as typical for arabic 

music. The instruments in the percussion should also remind you to this style of music, mixed 

with some standard Brass Band percussion instruments.  

It starts with a solo passage in the 1st Baritone, which is inspired by the praying from a Muezzin. 

Inside this shot passage, you can find the hidden main melody and rhythm motive. At Letter A 

starts a slow dance, that gets a little bit faster after a while and includes a Trombone and a 

Cornet Solo. It leads us to a full presentation of the main melody in the Horns at Letter G with 

a new color of sound. This sound will lead us to a fast and nervous part of the piece at letter 

H. In this part we hear different versions oft the beginning notes from the main theme and fast 

movements inspired from the first dance. It contains a complaining but fast solo from the alto 

horn. At the letter K you can find a solo for Vibraphone, after a hard ritardando, which should 

sound like you pull a handbrake. It leads us to a slow passage (M) with lyrical solo parts and 

fast ornaments. But the heart of this part are the harmonies with some slow and special 

changes and directions. At letter O we are finally at the last part of the piece. It’s also a kind of 

dance, but in a crazy style. It should be a mix between rhythmic and aggressive music. There 

are some new motives, which are inspired from the motives in the other parts before. At letter 

U a quieter tension will lead us to a furious dance from bar 292 to the end of the piece. Let this 

part also sound crazy and chaotic.  
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